Ordination of Charity Jean Omartian                            November 9, 2014
The Charge (by Rev. Larry W. Smith)

So now, it is official.  Congratulations!  For you, Charity, it has been quite a remarkable journey but not always an easy one or a sure one, and yet all along the way that still, small, unrelenting voice of our shepherd God has called out to you in the lonely night and in the morning hour when you have gathered with two or three or more … in times of joy and worry … disappointment and surprise.  No doubt you have missed many opportunities to hear what God has had to say to you, whether they were messages of encouragement or challenge; we all have—too often.  But your attention and receptiveness have heeded that call that has brought you to this time and place and all of us rejoice. 

When I learned that you wanted me to give a charge, I, first-of-all, felt honored and then a bit apprehensive.  And after I read some of the definitions for charge listed in the Random House Dictionary of the English Language: “to lay a command or injunction upon, to instruct authoritatively, to entrust one with a duty or responsibility,” I began thinking how presumptuous it would be of me to impart such directives.  But, because you asked me, I’ll continue. 

First of all, I charge you to remember this place, where you first began attending church with your mother and father when you were six years old, and at your own instigation.  Remember how the members of this wonderful congregation welcomed you into the family of God’s people and how they have continued to care for you and support you up to this very hour, and they will go on rooting for you.

Next, I charge you to remember what has happened here today – what a joyful and inspirational celebration.  Remember the prayers that have held you ... the songs and anthems that have lifted you … the words of scripture and meditation, of exhortation and authorization that have spoken to you … the sacramental meal that has nourished you … remember the pride evidenced in Jim’s face, as well as in the faces of your parents and other members of your family.  Most especially, remember the presence of the spirit of God and of this marvelous community that has embraced you and affirmed you and your gifts and your call to ministry in the way of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember what has happened here today, because, as I am sure you already know, it will not always be like this.  There will absolutely be many good and fruitful days ahead, but some will leave you wishing you were back on the mountaintop.  So go forth in the spirit of this bright hour and may every remembrance of it through the years to come help confirm for you the authenticity of your calling. 


I would charge you, if I felt it necessary and I really do not, to remember that though you have been chosen for ordained ministry, you also have quite an important calling as wife and mother … to a dear husband and two precious children who need and deserve as much of you as they can get.  So, how are you making out, thus far, with that balancing act between life with your own family and your duties as a pastor?  Able to give each their due?  Maybe I should be asking Jim.

And while we are into this charge thing, Jim, might you have a charge for your wife?  Kathy/Ron, a charge for your daughter?  I am giving you this opportunity; now is your chance.

One of my courses, many years ago, when I was a seminary student, was called “Task of the Parish.”  Walter Telfer, a very fine man and excellent teacher, was the professor.  One day he was lifting up some important things for us to remember when we would be out working in our churches.  Foremost, he said, “Love the people.  You will not always appreciate all that they do or fail to do, but love the people.”

I have never forgotten that charge.  I have tried over the years of my ministry to embrace it and put it into action with varying degrees of success.  And I pass that charge on to you, Charity.  I know it will not be a difficult one for you to take on as you already exude “hospitality,” which is the bedrock of your ministry – I believe your theology of grace.  “Love the people!”   Love them humbly … love them faithfully … love them patiently … love them genuinely even when you feel at odds with some of them.   For you, as a minister of the gospel are someone they need to trust and at times confide in … someone they can count on for support and consolation … someone with whom they can “accept the cost and joy of discipleship,” and be servants with in the service of others. (UCC Statement of Faith)

And how many folk are here today from our great sister church to the northeast of us – from the Congregational Church of Wells, Maine?  It is so wonderful that you are present, and I would also charge you and through you the other members of your congregation to love your pastor.  As I am sure you have already discovered, you got a good one, a gifted one, but she doesn’t walk on water, and will always be in need of your caring support, your wisdom and guidance, and your prayers that you all may be mutually encouraged by one another’s faith and commitment to service. 

Finally, Charity, I charge you to continue paying attention to that still, small voice to which I referred at the beginning of my talk.  Take on this marvelous and demanding task to which you are called with humility and yet also in the mighty and firm conviction of one who knows I am a child of God.   Do not fail from time to time to pause and rest beside the weary road and simply be, be open to that presence that is holy wonderful, redeeming, and renewing.   For out of that blessed communion comes the inspiration each one of us needs to love … to forgive … to hope … to serve … to care … and the ability each one of us needs on this journey through life to be better and stronger than we are on our own and to fight the good fight and keep the faith. (II Timothy 4:7)  Thanks be to God!  Amen!
