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, INALL  “Let all things now living, a song of thanksgiving
to God the Creator triumphantly raise. Who
» God the C umphantly raise. Wh
GIVE W& fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,

’ W Who guideth us on to the end of our days.”

~ Katherine Davis hymn

Dear Friends,

Among the many things I am grateful for is the privilege of
serving in ministry alongside you. I am frequently humbled
and inspired by the generosity I see at work here, enabling this
church to be a vibrant force manifesting God’s vision both
within our walls and out into the community and beyond!

And, I am grateful for the sensitive work our Stewardship
Board does in helping all of us to reflect on the ways our
personal stewardship (how we manage our time, efforts, and
finances) helps us to deepen our intentional spiritual practice,
our journey in Christ-led faith. This month, I am looking
forward to hearing from several church members who will
talk about how their personal commitment to supporting our
church’s ministries has enriched their own lives—in large
measure because they’ve seen what a difference it makes in
others’ lives!

Generosity is joy-inducing. And, it’s contagious! Have you
noticed that our choir is bursting at the seams? (We’ve had to
squeeze more chairs up into the chancel area to accommodate
nearly 20 singers some weeks—an enviable challenge to face!)
And, we are incredibly blessed as a small-town church in 2025
to have some 20+ families actively involved in The Flock
(children’s ministries).
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EVENTS IN NOVEMBER

( From the Pastor- continued from p. 1)

Our Caring Cooks and Caring Connection teams
are reaching out to expanding numbers of folks in
need of a gesture of care: a home-cooked meal, a
phone call or card during a difficult time, and also
periodically provides meals for our Adult Faith
Formation’s “Loaves & Lessons.” The Fellowship
& Hospitality Ministry Team deliciously nurtures
many of our communal gatherings, and our
Knitting Ministry Team creates beautiful stitched
expressions of loving care.

All of these ministries (and several others I didn’t
mention!) are able to flourish and put more joy
into the world, because you support them with
your generosity. As our Stewardship theme
suggests, dreaming God’s dream means that no
gift is too small, nor any dream too large. When
we commit ourselves to participating, literally
investing ourselves in the change we want to see in
the world, then amazing things start to happen! I
hope that, if you haven’t already, you’ll make a
pledge to financially and personally support the
great things God is doing with us and through us
here for 2026!

I am also deeply grateful for the hard work the
Bylaws Task Force is doing, trying to articulate the
ways our life as a covenant community in Christ is
evolving.

We need your help with some of it! As a
Congregational church, we need the congregation’s
input regarding what membership means to folks
today—especially as social expectations and
understandings of duty, accountability, and
commitment to social institutions have changed
with time. Please, if you’re able, plan to attend one
of the focus group discussions about this on Nov. 2nd
or 9th (we hope to keep them to no more than an
hour) in Emerson Chapel.

There are a few other events I hope you’ll consider
supporting, as we continue to visualize and
embody God’s dream for us here:

« Nov. 2: The second (bi-ennial?) ChariTea will take
place at 3 p.m. in Hardy Hall: lovely music, great

fellowship, lots of fabulous baked goodies...bring
a friend and some family members! (And, if you
come to the focus group before that, the good
news is you’ll get an extra hour of sleep the night
before, so you’ll be all rested up for that busy
day!)

« Nov. 16: Tivvi Paré (Director of Horton Center)
will come and talk about camp opportunities for

families and kids—and after church, we’ll
welcome everyone who can help with our annual
Thanksgiving Food Box packing at Brookdale
Farms... many hands make light work!

« Nov. 23: as part of Thanksgiving and Commitment

Sunday, we’ll be welcoming some new members
and celebrating a baptism—I hope you can be
there!

« Nov. 30: the First Sunday of Advent! This year, we
will be pondering the question, “What Child IS
This?” More on that to follow...

Friends, as the days get colder and shorter, may
the light and warmth of Christ abide with you, and
may your generosity fill you with joy!

Yours with faith, hope, and love,

\\\\%
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FAITH FORMATION, MISSION TRIP MINISTRY

FROM THE FAITH FORMATION OFFICE

THANKSGIVING ,»"
r/‘

FOOD PARADE

The Thanksgiving Food Parade will

( t.(\

on Sunday, November 16. Online signups for

take place during the worship service

donations will be distributed at the beginning of
November.

© ‘ n)
Family /7
GLOW NIGHT CRAZY

Join Tanya and Kim for the Glow Night Pizza Event
on Thursday, November 20, from 5:15-6:30 pm. There
will be glow sticks, glow-in-the-dark games, and

more! Sign Up Genius will be emailed out, or you
can RSVP to Kim at ce@hollischurch.org.

WM NOVEMBER
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PAGEANT REHERSAL ™+ <

Save the Date for the big day... December 14 will
be our Christmas Pageant!!! Hard to believe
Christmas is around the corner - but it is also a
very exciting time for our children. Throughout
the month of November, we will be rehearsing for
the Christmas Pageant and choosing roles. There
are roles for all children, and there are even a few
speaking roles. Please let Kim know if your child
will be available or not to help with casting.

NO CLASS THANKSGIVING
WEEKEND

There will be no Flock or Nursery on Sunday,
November 30, for the holiday weekend. Children

are welcome to worship with their families.
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Now is the deadline to sign up for a trip of a

lifetime for teens 14 and adults! Mission trip to
Hazlet, NJ Service, next summer July 19th -
25th is being organized by your Mission Trip
Ministry Team. The work is easy for all,
painting the decking (with experienced
carpenters) to assist elderly and low-income
residents in that community. If you are looking
for a fun, exciting, and bonding experience for
you and your teens, a $100 deposit is all that is
needed to put your name on the group list.

Reserve your spot now. The deadline for the

1 MISSION
TRIP

initial deposit is due now.

Checks Payable to:
Congregational Church
of Hollis - Memo Line:
Mission Trip

Ready to sign up?
Scan the QR code
below or use the link
provided to complete
the online form and
submit your $100
deposit to secure your
spot.




MISSION & ACTION.

MISSION &

ACTION NEWS

':i]:' Living Our Faith Together

Thank you for your generosity and continued
support of the causes our church embraces.
Your donations help us serve our neighbors with
compassion and purpose.

Ongoing Collection

* Used cell phones for Bridges
* Small toiletries for the Nashua Soup Kitchen
* Non-perishable food for the Brookline Food Pantry

| o [0
Bombas Socks
We have reapplied for the Bombas Sock Program
for next year. If you know an organization in
need of 2,000 pairs of socks or can help with
distribution, let Mission & Action know.

missionandaction@hollischurch.org

Red Cross Blood Drive News

Our next drive is scheduled for November 8th
from 9:00 am until 2:00pm, in Hardy Hall There
is always a critical shortage of blood and your
help is urgently needed! Donating blood is a
simple, safe process that can make a life-saving

difference for parents in need.

Annual Giving Tree Program 2§

The Mission & Action Board sponsors
the Christmas Giving Tree* for Nashua
Children’s Home and Marguerite’s Place.

,wm

T‘GB

The Christmas tree will be in Hardy Hall on Sunday,
November 23. If you are unavailable to attend
church that date, please call or email Karen Marino
and she will deliver the tags. She can be reached at
603-475.3073, or kmarino360@gmail.com.

How It Works:
1.Choose one or more tags from the tree depending

on how many children you wish to sponsor.

2.There are TWO tags on each string. Pull the
second tag off the string, write your name and
telephone number on it, and put it in the basket
provided.

3.Keep the top tag. It has the information about the
gift recipient.

4.Go shopping! Use the information and
suggestions on the tag as a guide. It is not
necessary to purchase every item listed on the tag.
Many items are available on Amazon. In order to
make all children feel equally loved and
important,(kids know how to count!), we ask that
everyone have 6 to 8 gifts for each child to open.

5.Please wrap gifts individually with the child’s code
number on each package, from: Santa.

6.Place all gifts in a large plastic bag. Attach the tag
to the bag with the gifts you purchased checked
off. Any other items which are not on the tag,

KNITTING MINISTRY
Knitting Ministry

§ During the month of September,
our Knitting Ministry
continued to share warmth and

care throughout the community
by delivering handmade hats to the Nashua
Regional Center. Each hat represents many hours
of love, creativity, and compassion from our

please list.

7.Please return the bags to church as soon as you
have them ready to go. The deadline is Sunday,
December 14th to give us time to deliver them.

8.Monetary donations toward fulfilling “Christmas
wishes” are also gratefully accepted. Checks
should be payable to the Congregational Church
of Hollis with Giving Tree on the memo line.
Monetary donations are needed by December 1st

dedicated knitters, who faithfully use their talents
to comfort others.

to allow time for M&A to shop to fulfill wishes.

Page 4



MISSION & ACTION CONT.

FAITH IN ACTION SPOTLIGHT

Shared by: Anita Walker
Ministry of Service: Historic Gravestone Cleaning

— Hollis Cemeteries

What Drew Her to This Mission
Anita’s journey began during Wreaths Across Hollis, when volunteers gathered to honor Revolutionary

War patriots by placing wreaths at their graves. But many of the headstones were so weathered and
dirty that names couldn’t be read. “We wanted to honor them,” Anita recalls, “but we didn’t know who
we were standing in front of.”That moment stirred something in her heart. With a fellow DAR member,
she began identifying the patriots buried in the church cemetery and marking each grave with a small
American flag. From there, a deeper mission took root: to clean and preserve these sacred stones so that
no name would be lost to time. Her first stone was that of our own first minister, Deacon Emerson. It
was in severe condition—weathered and fragile from centuries of exposure. She and a fellow DAR
member felt called to honor its legacy. They contacted a descendant and reached out to multiple
restoration companies, hoping to repair the damage. But after careful research and consultation, they
learned that attempting a full restoration could further compromise the stone’s integrity. Instead, they
chose the gentler path: to clean and preserve it, safeguarding its history without risking harm.

Anita did what she could: with permission, she gently cleaned the stone using all-natural, biodegradable
supplies. That simple act of care became the beginning of a much larger mission.

What She Does
Anita now coordinates volunteers to clean gravestones in the cemetery. She teaches others how to do it

safely, records each cleaned stone, and helps place flags on the graves of Revolutionary War patriots.
So far, over 50 stones have been lovingly restored in the church cemetery alone—bringing dignity and
visibility back to those who shaped our town’s history.

Why It Matters

“It is heartbreaking not to be able to read the headstones and know who we are honoring,” Anita
shares. “Cleaning the stones brought their names back. It’s a way of saying, ‘You are not forgotten.’”
There’s an old saying: ‘If you speak their name, their memory lives on.” In restoring these markers, we
do more than preserve stone—we preserve identity, dignity, and connection. Some headstones bear

poems or verses that hint at personality and faith. When I clean a stone, I think about who they were,”
Anita reflects. “What did they believe? What kind of life did they live?”

How Others Can Help
Anita welcomes anyone who feels called to join. It takes about an hour to clean a stone, and all supplies

are provided through the DAR. No experience is needed—just a willing heart and a love for history.
As Anita says, “The more hands, the more stories we can bring back to life.”

Page 5



SCOUTING FOR FOOD

FOOD AND FUEL MINISTRY TEAM

Did you know that our church receives food from the ‘Scouting for Food Campaign to help fill our
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter food baskets?

Hollis Scouts will again be participating in Scouting for Food. Scouts will distribute doorknob reminders

on Saturday, November 1. Food collection will be on November 8. Please consider donating any canned or
dry foods (NO GLASS).

Leave the bags out in a visible place by your door or near your mailbox NO LATER than 8 am on
November 8th, rain or shine. Scouts will not ring the doorbell to collect donations. If your bag has not
been picked up by 11 am, please use the drop box at the center entrance of the church. The scouting
community would like to thank you in advance for your generous donations. Someone will enjoy a nice
meal because of your generosity!

We NEED and ASK for your help!! All events will be held at the rear
of the Brookdale Fruit Farm Warehouse, 36R Broad St., Hollis.

« Nov 8 Saturday SORT - 8 am-12:30 pm, 20+ people

« Nov 16 Sunday PACK - 10:45 am-1:30 pm, 15-20 people =

« Nov 17 Monday DELIVER - 7:45 am-9 am, 10 people and 6-8 P ﬁ
pickups/vans/SUVs to Hollis, Brookline, Nashua, and Milford “‘ "
agencies \‘

BYLAWS TASKFORCE

BYLAWS TASKFORCE

Who Is A Member?
What does it mean to be a member of the Congregational Church of Hollis? This year, we revised our
church bylaws—but one important area was left untouched: Membership.

As we continue to nurture our church family, it’s time to revisit what it means to be a member of our
congregation. We're forming focus groups to evaluate, explore, and define the criteria for membership,
non-membership, and associate membership. This is not just about policy—it’s about honoring
commitment, participation, and belonging. Key questions we’ll consider:

« Does regular service, attendance, and pledging define membership?
« What distinguishes a member from a non-member or associate member?
« After two years of not participating in any of these areas, should a person be considered inactive?

This conversation will help us clarify expectations and ensure our bylaws reflect both grace and
accountability. We want every person to feel welcome—and every member to be accounted for and
understood.

You’'re invited to join the conversation:

« November 2nd and 9th, 11:00 a.m., right after church.

« Emerson Chapel.
Let’s come together in faith and fellowship to shape a definition of membership that reflects who we are
and how we serve.
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

From the Church Office Do You Like to Sing?
Church Office Hours

It’s not too late to join the vk,
Program Year Hours (September - May) Community Christmas Chorus! .~ B
‘ 3 WUWWW .
The church office is open On December 13th, our ‘@% (O] \e/\/
Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Fellowship & Hospitality, Cam?:r:\l:z J
Church office hours are subject to change to Deacons, and the Hollis Town &  Chorus

accommodate inclement weather, vacations, and

staffing fluctuations. Call before you stop by or Community Chorus will present a holiday

make an appointment (603-465-7797). concert, collecting non-perishable food for
our church’s holiday baskets as “admission.”

DEACONS . .
The chorus is a short-term commitment for
CHARITEA anyone who loves to sing. No auditions — if
You're Invited to Our “Charitea” Gathering you can climb the stairs at the Town Hall,

you’re in! All voices needed! Rehearsals are
Wednesdays from 7:30-8:15 pm upstairs in
the Town Hall. Rehearsals have begun, but

you can still join
Join us on Sunday, November 2, from 2:00-3:30

PM in Hardy Hall for a cozy afternoon of
fellowship hosted by the Deacon Board. NEsEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Our “Charitea” event is a time to relax, enjoy
tea, coffee, and sweet treats, and spend time
together before the busyness of the holiday
season begins.

While the event is free to attend, we will be
accepting free-will donations to support the
Food & Fuel Ministry Team in providing Thank You to Our October Chimes Team

holiday food boxes for local families in need. A heartfelt thank-you to Nancy Bell, Brenda

Your presence and support will help bring Gibson, Patricia Cordell, Deb Shipman, Joyce

warmth and nourishment to those in our Toli, and Sue Burton for preparing and collating

community who are struggling with food our October edition of The Chimes.

insecurity this season. Your time, care, and dedication help keep our
church family informed and connected. We are
Come, relax and enjoy lovely music, great grateful for all you do behind the scenes each

fellowship, and yummy baked treats. month!

We hope to see you there!

Information is subject to change. For the latest \

[
updates, visit our online Chimes at \\\&W ’\M‘ I‘ (‘
Iholli - | A ATy
https:/lhollischurch.org/news/chimesl. Q\“ \\ \ \i‘} ’W‘.&I‘ X
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CHRISTMAS FAIR

Come te the Christmas Fair/

9 a.m. — 2 p.m. on Saturday, November 22nd

Luncheon served 11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

All your favorites are back ~ Raffle Baskets, Book Room, Bake

Sale, Holiday Pies & Crisps (pre-order only-- by 11/9 -- see order
SR form, Can pay at Pick-up) Jams & Jellies, Luncheon, Angel Loft,
| — Kids’ Craft, New to You + Crafts, Silent Auction & Santa!

SANTA CLAUS 18 COMING 70 TOWN/ -

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to take pictures of your child with
anta at the Christmas Fair on Saturday, November 22.

Danta will be visiting the fair from 10am-11:30am, and again from
12:30pm - 1:30pm, to greet them.

While you’re there with your child, be sure to visit the Angel Loft
(where only children shop) and the kids’ craft room! Have some
lunch and get some of your own shopping done as well.

What better way to share the holiday spirit with friends and

neighbors than a hot homemade lunch at the
Christmas Fair?

Luncheon

Holiday shopping builds up an appetite! Be sure to join us

in Hardy Hall for the Christmas Fair Luncheon on November 22nd, 11:00 am - 1:30 pm.
Enjoy holiday music, relax, and socialize with friends and neighbors. Hope to see you
there'

u' Pre-Ordder Yaur Homemade Pies & Apple Crisps \E4% R

Once again, we are offering pre-ordered homemade pies & apple crisps to be purchased and plcked
up at the Fair on 11/22, just in time for Thanksgiving. They will be frozen and ready to bake at
home for the holidays. Reserve yours now to ensure availability: Choose from traditional 2-crust
apple pie, Dutch crumb apple pie, triple berry pie, and apple crisps (square or 9"x13"). Send email
request to: ChristmasFair@hollischurch.org.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

We still need your help to make
the Christmas Fair a success!

Check out all of the opportunities on the next few pages...

i 6% P AN A P NS P N N A
How YOU can Help with the Christmas Fair

It's almost here... the 2025 Christmas Fair with all the favorites. It’s always a fun

; event and a great opportunity to welcome people from Hollis and the surrounding
./]*""'-—" communities into our church. Our visitors look forward to it every year! But we
still need you and your help to make it a success! Please contribute and volunteer to
assist with this important and beloved Church and Community annual tradition!

Volunteer Opportunities: christmasfair@hollischurch.org (or call/see Carol B. and/or Kim B.)

« Helpers for each area/activity on Fair day...volunteer for a favorite job or as a floater or
"wherever needed." We have both active and seated tasks/roles to fill with varying shifts and
time commitments. Let us know your schedule and needs. It's really a fun day!
Musicians/singers to perform and share the holiday spirit
Elves to assist Santa with the kids
Coordinators to manage Santa visit, Musical Entertainment and volunteers
Prior to the event, Wednesday 11/19 - Friday 11/21, helpers to sort, organize and set-up goods
for the Book Room, Angel Loft, Silent Auction and New-to-You

« Set-up and clean-up crews
Solicitation to local area businesses for silent auction (to avoid duplicate requests please first check
with or notify Allison at auctiondonations@hollischurch.org

Donations Needed:

« New or gently used small trinkets for children to purchase as gifts for their family members
in the Angel Loft (e.g., toys, games, jewelry, Mom & Dad things) and holiday or plain gift
bags, too

« Gift cards to local businesses, tickets to games/events, special experience opportunities,

excursions, gift baskets, coupons for unique product/service--be creative!--and other items

for the Silent Auction

Books, puzzles, games and DVDs for the Book Room

Homemade tasty treats for the Bake Sale table -- see details below

New or "like new" goods for the "New to You" tables -- see details below

Handmade crafted items for the Craft tables -- see details below

Items for themed Raffle Baskets or donate a basket from your family or group of friends

(email: jmillen3098@gmail.com so Jenn can anticipate what is coming)!

Please contact Carol Birch or email christmasfair@hollischurch.org to volunteer, contribute, or ask
any questions. Sign-ups near the church office or Hardy Hall. Drop off donations on Sundays,
during church office hours, or place items in the CE box (right side) outside the church's front door
or reach out to Carol or christmasfair@hollischurch.org to make special arrangements.


mailto:christmasfair@hollischurch.org
mailto:christmasfair@hollischurch.org
mailto:auctiondonations@hollischurch.org

CHRISTMAS FAIR CONT.

New To You Donations Needed

We are looking for new and gently used upscale items to sell at our popular New to You Room. If you
have beautiful things that you no longer need, this is the perfect time to give them a second life - and
support a great cause! We’re especially looking for: Quality home Decor and small furnishings, Jewelry,
handbags and accessories, Designer Clothing (No Shoes Please), Collectibles, antiques & vintage, New

or like-new gift items.

Make sure all items are clean and in good condition. Please hold your yard sale items for our annual Spring
Yard Sale as we will gladly accept them there! Items can be dropped off during the week before the fair in

the upstairs former nursery.
Christmas Fair Raffle Baskets

It’s time to start thinking about the Christmas
Fair! I am collecting any donations for the raffle
baskets, including some favorites like Mexican,
Italian, Family Game Night, and Movie Night.
Something NEW this year. I'm offering to do
the shopping for you as I know how busy
everyone is! All you have to do is Venmo me
your donation (@Jemnnifer-Millen-1) and what
you would like the theme to be and I'll do the
rest! Any left over money will be donated
directly to the church. If you’d like to make
your own basket, please feel free to email me at
jmillen3098@gmail.com and I will send you the
information! Baskets are due by November 9™
please! Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

Angel Loft

Have any treasures at home you are ready to
part with? The Angel Loft is looking for new or
gently used donations - this may be the spot for
them! Each year, children get to shop at the
Christmas Fair for parents, siblings,
grandparents, etc.

Some Angel Loft Treasure Donation Ideas:

Jewelry/Small Trinkets
« Picture frames
« Ties
« Games/Kids puzzles/Coloring books
« Toys for siblings
« Coffee/tea mugs
All items can be dropped off in the Flagg

Room. If you have any questions, reach out to
Kim at ce@hollischurch.org.

Calling All Bakers/Candy Makers!

We are hoping that people who love to bake will
contribute to making this sale another success this
year. There is a sign-up sheet at the church where you
can indicate what you anticipate making. You can also
contact Debbe Shipman with any questions at 603-465-
7645 or deb3ship@tds.net.

Helpful Hints: (for you and the bake sale!)

« Please label donations, especially identifying add-
ins, such as Brownies with pecans; Pumpkin bread
with cranberries; Oatmeal cookies with raisins and
walnuts; gluten free, etc. Packaged items do not
need each one to be labeled - one label per
batch/loaf is okay. I will also have packaging
supplies on Friday if you need them.

« If possible, package items individually or in
multiples, depending on item.

. Candies (e.g., fudge, pralines, popcorn balls) and
other homemade edibles are welcome.

. Try to avoid: large, fancy cakes; large loaves of nut
breads (smaller ones sell better); items that must be
refrigerated (e.g., custard pies or fillings); and most
pies in general, since we are taking pre-orders for
pies to be picked up that day.

Items can be delivered to the church on
Friday, November 21, or Saturday morning, the 22nd.

Arts, Crafts and Gifts...

Do you have craft or hobby items you have made that
could help us increase our offerings for our crafts and
gifts table at the church fair this year? Knitting, sewing,
woodworking, card making, handmade jewelry, etc.
(even just one or two items will be welcome!). Please
leave them at the church any time between now and the
week of the fair, in time to be labeled and priced ahead
of time. Please label them for the gift table.
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_\\- e FUMPSTART YOUR HOLTDAY SHOPPING!
0 e There will be something for everyone at swr 2025 - =

-ij_.

RENONAS Sy, November 22

~

N

Pre-order your homemade holiday pies & crisps by 11/9 (frozen for pick-up). Santa will be visiting too!

Fabulous Gift Basket Raffle

“New to You” sale

Kids’ Craft

Angel Loft (where only children may shop)
Pictures with Santa

Silent Auction - goods and services

Bake Sale - delicious homemade treats
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Handcrafted Items

Delicious homemade jams and pickles
Books and Puzzles room

Hot Luncheon — homemade soups and
desserts with time to relax and socialize
with friends!

Holiday music (live and/or recorded)

Page 12



Homemade Holiday Pies . .=

Order Form

Name:

Email:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

I would like to order the following homemade pies for pick-up at the
Christmas Fair
at the Congregational Church of Hollis on:
Saturday, November 22nd, 9 am to 2 pm

Qty Pie Flavor Price Total
TripleBerry S22
TraditionalApple(2-crust) $20
DutchApple(CrumbTopping) $20
AppleCrisp(squarepan) S16
—___TotalNumberofPies OrderTotal:

Pies are frozen & unbaked (baking instructions provided),
but can be baked for an additional charge of $4 each
Order form is due to the church office by, or Carol

christmasfair@hollischurch.org

Sunday, 9" of November 2025
Pay now or at pick-up. Checks payable to:

Congregational Church of Hollis 'y
3 Monument Square érzg, Y
’E [ 3
Hollis, NH 03049 ﬁ,‘“ﬂé




