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“Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is
impossible, but for God all things are possible.”

(Matthew 19:26)

Dear Friends,
What is the most effective way to grow as a person, to enlarge and strengthen one’s spiritual health and well-being? I
ponder this often, given the competing activities and conflicting messages that so often consume, and can diminish, us as
we participate in this 21st-century world.
Our society is undergoing seismic shifts, rattling our definitions of community and connectedness. We’re redefining
norms surrounding participation, involvement, and our personal and material investment in a vast array of social groups,
not least of which is church. (Or, we’re watching the norms
that felt perfectly comfortable to us being redefined, and it’s
profoundly unsettling. What was wrong with the days when
“everyone” went to church on Sunday, when Sunday School
enrollment was upwards of 200, and finding volunteers to
staff the Sunday School and committees was never a problem?) Not a few church members — and pastors — find
themselves in a state of anxious despair.
But as surely as God’s steady presence has been revealed in
every massive moment of historic upheaval and transition, I
am confident that God is working in all of this . . . even if I
can’t necessarily see how at this precise moment. What I am
certain of, and what I’ve learned (probably from too many
massive changes in my own life) is that it’s in the moments
when God feels most hidden — when change is swirling with
a vengeance and taking up all your emotional and spiritual
bandwidth — that taking a risk and believing what seems
impossible is in fact possible with God, never goes unrewarded.
(continued on page 5)
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Sunday
School
Happenings

Journey to Confirm ation
is underway!

Students in Grades 7-9 are back in the swing of
things as they experience the new Confirmation program. Lessons so far have included Understanding
the Bible, Covenants, and the 7th Graders had an especially lively lesson about the 10 Commandments
that included a game of bowling! 8th and 9th Graders have selected many wonderful mentors from the
church community, and at the end of September had
their first luncheon together. In early October, they
will attend an overnight retreat at the Harris Center.

In Sunday School, students
will continue lessons on Fruits of the Spirit and
Prayer. Students will also be baking rolls to
share with the congregation for Communion at
the beginning of the month. Many exciting activities and crafts are planned as well; including
Prayer Boxes, self-portraits, and clay sculpting!
New this fall — students have been learning
and memorizing Bible verses. Each time they
memorize 4, they earn a prize. The kids are very
motivated to learn, and it’s exciting to see!

Work Camp 2019…
Work Camp 2019 in Dexter,
Maine was AWESOME!
Plan to attend the Mission
Trip Sunday service on
October 27th and see for
yourself.

Bingo is Back!

Saturday, Oct. 12 from 4-5:30

…and looking forward to Work
Camp 2020!

Fun for all ages ~ friends are welcome! Prizes
and snacks will be provided.
Donations will be collected for the Sunday
School Christmas Service project ~ Shoebox
gifts for children through Samaritan’s Purse.
It’s sure to be an exciting time of fun, laughs,
and WINNING!

Planning for Work Camp 2020 has already started.
We have reserved a week in Reading, PA for July
12-18, 2020. Students currently in grade 8 and over,
as well as adult chaperones, are welcome to join the
Workcamp Crew! The trip is limited to 24 teens and
6 adults.
For more information, to reserve a spot,* or if you'd
like to help out with the year round planning, contact
either Kevin Duquette (kevinduquette46@gmail.com
603-930-9843) or Holly Babcock (hdeurloo@aol.com / 603-759-9175).

LISTEN UP! Adult Bible Study of
Acts Chapters 1-6 continues on
Mondays 10-11 a.m. through Oct.21
OR
Wednesdays 7-8 p.m. through Oct. 23

*Planning to join us in Reading? Complete
the form on the next page and send in your $75 nonrefundable deposit. You can drop it off in the church
office or mail it to the church at 3 Monument Square,
Hollis, NH 03049
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2020 Mission Trip

Christmas Fair News!

Reading, PA
July 12th – July 18th

Your $75.00 non-refundable deposit (payable
to the Congregational Church of Hollis) will
secure a place for you at this camp.

Contact Information:
____________________________________
Name

___________________________________________

Address

____________________________________
Phone
____________________________________
Camper Cell Phone
____________________________________
Camper Email
____________________________________
Parent Email
You will be contacted throughout the year for
fundraising events, monthly planning and
preparation meetings.

Please complete a separate form for
each attending camper.

Women’s Fellowship

All the women of the Church and their
friends are welcome to the Sunday, October
20th meeting of the Women’s Fellowship.
The meeting is at 2pm at the Church.
As part of our service mission, Debbe Shipman will teach us how to create gift bags for
the Angel Loft (Christmas Fair).
For further information, call Dot Pitman at
465-7672.

Our Christmas Fair will be
Saturday, November 23rd
9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Critical Need for Volunteers to…

 Coordinate the Silent Auction – You will not be
alone! Previous coordinator Cheri Vanderpool has offered to advise/assist this year’s volunteer
 Manage advertising & communication - Many templates for flyers already exist to simplify this job
For more information, see Sue in the church office or
email sue@hollischurch.org

Items Needed (drop at church office)

 Silent Auction and “New to You” table - New or
gently used items and gift cards
 Fashion Boutique - Gently used, stylish garments,
purses, shoes or accessories
 Craft Items - Craft/handmade items that you would
like to donate. Please contact Debbe Shipman at
deb3ship@tds.net or 603-465-7645
 Angel Loft – New or gently used small trinkets for
baby siblings to grandparents, family games, jewelry,
and things for Dad. Also - Christmas or plain gift bags
 Book Room - Gently used books, puzzles,
DVDs/CDs, and games

Christmas Fair Raffle Baskets

Donations are now welcome!
Anyone and everyone is invited to
contribute items to any basket they
wish! (Suggested themes below) Have an idea for a basket
not listed here? Wonderful! You are welcome to donate a
basket or items on your own or with some friends with any
theme you wish. We just ask that all items are new and
unused. Items may be left in the church office, or in the
bin outside the CE office. Deadline for donations is
October 31! If you are not able to meet this deadline,
please email Kim & Kim at ce@hollischurch.org so we
can plan accordingly for your basket. Thank you!
This year’s themes include, but are not limited to:
♦ Hollis ♦ Ice Cream ♦ Ladies ♦ Gift Wrap ♦Car Care
♦ Family Fun ♦ Gift Cards/Scratch tickets ♦ Animal lover
♦ Guys ♦ Dreaming of summer ♦ Boo-Boo (1st Aid Items)
♦ Warm drinks ♦ Mexican ♦ Chocolate Lovers!
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October 2019
Sunday

Monday

Mission Items of the Month:
Snacks for College Freshman Care Packages …

♦ microwave popcorn ♦ microwavable mac and cheese
♦ granola bars ♦ protein bars ♦ single serving snacks

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

6:30 pm – Music
Board meeting
7pm – Stewardship
Board meeting

7 pm – Listen Up!
Bible study (class
3 of 6)

7 pm – Choir

1
9:00 am – Communion Worship
10:30 am – Communion Worship and Sunday
School
12:30 pm – Blessing of the Animals
2-4 pm – Apple Festival on the town common
(if rainy, at HB Middle School)

8 am – Ladies’ Breakfast
at Joey’s Diner
10 am – Listen Up! Bible
study (class 4 of 6)
7 pm – CE Board meeting

6
9:00 am – Worship
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School
2 pm – Mental Health Discussion Group

Stewardship Sunday
9:00 am – Worship
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School
Third Grade Bible Sunday
2:00 pm – Women’s Fellowship

13

20

8 am – Ladies’ Breakfast
at Joey’s Diner
10 am – Listen Up! Bible
study (class 6 of 6)
7 pm – Trustees meeting
21

2
10 am – Staff meeting
5 pm – Facilities
meeting
7 pm – Listen Up!
Bible study (class
4 of 6)

7
8 am – Ladies’ Breakfast
at Joey’s Diner
10 am – Listen Up! Bible
study (class 5 of 6)
7 pm – Deacons meeting
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Mission Trip Sunday
9:00 am – Worship
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School
Greater Nashua Area CROP Walk at Temple
Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond St, Nashua
12-1 pm – Registration / 1:30 Step Off
27

7 pm – Mission &
Action Board
meeting

8
November Chimes
deadline
15
7 pm – Church
Council meeting

Friday

3
7 pm - Choir

9
7 pm – Listen Up!
Bible study (class
5 of 6)

Our church
volunteers
provide
dinner at
Ash St.
Shelter
10

11

Family Bingo Night
4-5:30 pm
12

18

19

25

26

6 pm – Pastoral
Care Team
meeting
7 pm - Choir

16

17

23

8 am – Ladies’ Breakfast
at Joey’s Diner

24
7 pm - Choir

29
4

4

6:30-8:30 pm
Open Mic Acoustic
Café
Music, poetry, stories
Refreshments
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7 pm – Listen Up!
Bible study (class
6 of 6)

22

28

Saturday

30

31

From the Church Office

A BIG Thank You goes to Nancy
Bell, Carol Birch, Brenda Gibson,
Freddi Olson, Thelma Pollard, Doris
Rafferty and Deb Shipman for preparing your September Chimes
mailing.

(From the Pastor – continued from page 1)
A clergy colleague in a previous church told me that a laidoff banker in our congregation had come to him with a very
large check. My colleague said, “I asked him, ‘Are you sure
you can afford this?’ And [the parishioner’s] response was,
‘The one thing I’m sure of right now is that I can’t afford
not to do this. I’ve realized that I need to do something
dramatic to demonstrate my belief that God is taking care of
me, and that I will be fine come what may. This check represents a proclamation of my gratitude for God’s generous
provision to me for years, and my confidence that I will
have enough — even if it’s less than what it’s been. I need
to feel this sacrifice for my own spiritual health. I’m
stretching my faith, which is something I’ve not done in a
long time, and it feels good.’” It’s a story and a challenge
I’ll never forget.
As people of Christian faith, we’re swimming against a cultural tide. There is too little confidence in what God can do
(and what God will do through us, if we’d just open ourselves to the joy of co-operation!); too much confidence in
the power and flawed machinations of humankind.
But I dare you — in this season when our Stewardship
Board is inviting us to Grow In Faith Together, and when
the Holy Habits program we’re exploring beckons us to go a
bit deeper in relationship with God and each other as we
embrace practices that Jesus himself and the earliest church
members embodied (see my last month’s Chimes article) —
to try stretching and testing your faith a little. Join a Faith
Formation/Adult Christian Education study group. Start
singing in the choir. Or volunteer in the Sunday School.
Make a financial pledge to support this church’s mission and
ministry that you’ll truly feel — and seriously feel good
about.
And then, come tell me about what you previously thought
was impossible.
With faith, hope, and love,

Tanya
Holy Habits ~ Prayer ~ October Themes

6 Oct., Week 5: Prayer Using All the Senses
13 Oct., Week 6: Prayers of Praise, Prayers of Lament (Personal Faith Journey Sharing)
20 Oct., Week 7: Silent Prayer, Prayer with Movement
27 Oct., Week 8: Prayer in Action (Mission Trip Sunday)
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Music Notes
Open Mic
Acoustic Café

6:30 - 8:30 pm
Saturday, October 5
Hardy Hall
Come and enjoy music,
poetry, stories … the
many talents of our
members! Refreshments
will be served, too!
For more info or to reserve a time slot,
contact Music@hollischurch.org.

Note of Thanks from
Sylvia Eggleston
To the Congregational Church of Hollis –
For 35 years I have been honored to be the
choir director at our church. For 35 years
I have had a very talented group of people
to work with, and we have become “one”
in our service to the church as well as to
each other.
My assistant April Springfield made the
selection of music a joy, and her ability to
see to details made us a wonderful team.
Each member plays an equal part, and I
am forever grateful.
The gifts, cards, letters and texts are beyond kind and thoughtful. The memories
will last me forever, and your generosity
and love will always be with me.
My thanks is beyond measure to Beth, the
Music Board, Eileen and Sue, and Eddie
and Tanya for their support and to Janet
Sterritt for all her help.
Most of all, I thank you, the congregation,
for giving me the experience of a lifetime
to bring music and joy and to feel your
appreciation every single week.
Love to all,
Sylvia ♫

“Growing In Faith Together”

Stewardship Sunday
October 20th

“Each one must give as they have decided in
their heart for God loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Corinthians)

Our theme this year is “Growing In Faith Together”. By Jesus’
example, giving to others should bring us joy! Our gifts do remarkable things when they are transformed into ministry and
mission. Our gifts do much more than support a church budget
— they impact people’s lives by supporting worship, education,
caring and community. Our gifts support the foundation of our
faith and our discipleship.
With this in mind, we invite you to consider your gift as an act
of faith, and how that gift can help us grow in faith together.
We’re blessed to be part of a generous and supportive church
family that offers so much to our congregation, children, and the
greater community. We need your generous support for our
church to thrive.
We have received feedback from the Congregation that it is
helpful to better understand our current state of giving with
some statistics.
• About 60% of our membership makes a commitment to
pledge. For 2019 we had 126 families that pledged.
• 90% of our funding for the year comes through pledges.
• The average gift is $42 per week or just over $2,172 per
year.
• The average of the top third of pledges is $92 per week or
$4,798 per year.
• The average of the middle third of pledges is $28 per week
or $1,456 per year.
• The average of the bottom third of pledges is about $10 per
week or $500 per year.
We hope this data provides a better understanding of our finances and helps you make your pledge commitment. We also
have launched e-giving through the church website. You can
now pledge online at https://hollischurch.org/annual-pledge/ .
Not only can you pledge online but you can also fulfill your
pledge through e-giving options as well.
Watch the mail for the stewardship letter and pledge card.
Please contemplate your pledge for 2020 and bring your pledge
card to Stewardship Sunday on October 20th or if you like you
can pledge online through the church website.
Faithfully Yours,
The Stewardship Team
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Online Pledging / Online
Giving Info Sessions
For those interested in switching to
online pledging (vs. completing and
sending in a physical pledge card) and
online giving (vs. writing checks), there
will be an information session after
church on Sunday, Sept. 29th and on
Sunday, Oct. 27th. If you cannot attend
either of these sessions, there are FAQ
and instruction pages on our website
https://hollischurch.org under the Giving menu or you can contact Cindy Ryherd at cindy@hollischurch.org.
Why switch to online pledging
and/or online giving?
Pledging online means no worries about
finding your pledge card or bringing /
mailing it in.
Giving online enables a safe, reliable
way to move your stewardship plan into
action via planned/scheduled giving.
This allows you to give consistently and
eliminate those periods of “catch up” at
year end or post vacation periods. Online
giving also simplifies financial planning
for the church through predictive giving,
while reducing risks and time delays due
to processing weekly offerings.
Online pledging and online giving
are additional options to (not replacement of) the existing options of
submitting pledge cards and giving by
cash/check via offering plates or mail.

Reminder about 2019 Pledges…

With a beautiful summer and all the excitement about the Building Our Vision
capital campaign, it is easy to forget that
it is our annual pledges that keep the
lights on and our programs running at
church. Right now, pledge payments
have come in approximately 7% lower
than we expect at this time of year. So,
this is just a friendly reminder to contribute toward your annual pledge as you are
able. Thank you!

Mission & Action News

Ash Street Shelter Dinners

October Mission Item of the Month:
Freshman Care Package Goodies!

Please join us this month in donating snack
items for our college freshmen. It’s a fun
surprise to receive a package full of goodies
from your home town when you are away
in a new situation. “Food makes friends”! We
are collecting snacks such as microwavable packages of
popcorn, microwavable mac and cheese, granola/protein
bars or single serving snacks. Use your imaginations!
Thank you, as always, for your generous support.

Thank you to everyone who has filled our
calendar for the remainder of 2019. The
2020 sign-up sheet is now on the M&A
bulletin board, along with additional information. If you would like to provide our
monthly dinner to the Ash St shelter, please
sign up. Grocery gift cards are available to
cover the cost of the meal. Use the church
kitchen or your own!

Continuous Need (leave in cart at the

with freshmen names and addresses so
they can receive a care package and
update all college student addresses
for our newsletters. Send contact information to the church
office: churchoffice@hollischurch.org or 465-7797.

top of the stairs):
• There is a constant need for diapers
(sizes 4,5,6) for our littlest community
members. Consider throwing a pack in
your cart the next time you shop.
• Canned goods (soup, beans, veggies)
are always needed in our local food pantries and shelters. Please help if you can.

Wow! Our church support helps the Nashua Soup Kitchen

35th Annual Greater Nashua

Is there a college student in
your family? Please provide us

with the following monthly:
• Distribute 3,993 diapers
• Serve 1,861 breakfast meals
• Serve 4,028 dinner meals
• Serve 1,995 meals for Nashua Meals for Kids
• Distribute 281 bags of toiletries & personal care items
• Give 1,066 food baskets to households
Our 1500 Bombas socks are still giving! We’ve just donated some to those using the Nashua Soup Kitchen and to
our local school nurses.

Special request:

The homeless that use the Nashua
Soup Kitchen need blankets. Bring any new or gently
used blankets to the shopping cart at the top of the stairs.

Your Mission & Action dollars at work:
•
•
•
•

Church World Service – for 2019 Hurricane Relief
Heifer International – for 6 flocks of chickens, 1 trio
of rabbits and a pig
Save the Children – giving children in the US and
around the world a healthy start, an education and protection from harm
Family Promise of Southern NH – ending homelessness, one family at a time
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CROP Hunger Walk

“We walk because they walk.”

Sunday, October 27th
The Walk begins and
ends at Temple Beth
Abraham, 4 Raymond Street in
Nashua. Registration
is from 12 to 1pm
with opening ceremonies at 1pm and stepping out at 1:30pm. This year we are happy
to announce that we are joining forces with
the Souhegan Area CROP Hunger Walk to
help make an even bigger impact! We welcome our friends from Amherst, Milford,
Hollis, Mason, and Brookline.
More information is available at
http://nashuacropwalk.blogspot.com. You
can also find us on Facebook! Just look for
Nashua Cropwalk.
For any questions or to volunteer please
contact Becky Green at nashuacropwalk@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE COUNTDOWN TO
BREAKING GROUND BEGINS!

JUST 24 WEEKS TO GO!
It’s hard to believe that in 24 short weeks we will be starting renovations, and just a short time
after that we will begin serving our community in our new facility. Imagine the possibilities!
Thank you to everyone who attended our Information Session in September. We hope you
found it informative and feel up to date on our plans. Don’t forget to visit our table at the Open
Mic Night (October 5) and Apple Festival (October 6) this month.
Get involved! Let’s live our vision!
BoV@HollisChurch.org
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