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Four Pillars of Our Mission: 

Worship, Welcome, Learn, Serve 
 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 30, 2022 

9:30 a.m. 

 
(Services are being recorded) 

Masks and Social Distancing Required 
  



 

The CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HOLLIS, U.C.C. 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 30, 2022 

9:30 a.m. 

 

All Members of the Church, Ministers  

The Rev. Tanya Stormo Rasmussen, Lead Pastor 

Julie Oliver, Minister of Christian Music 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE   pre-recorded 

 

GOD’S LIGHT AND WORD PRECEDE OUR WORSHIP 

 

GREETING   

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you.  I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus, who breaks down the 

barriers that divide us.  It doesn’t matter where you’ve come from or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’, used with permission Rev. Tanya 

Children of God: welcome! 

Welcome to this place of love and grace, 

Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 

God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community, 

God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are. 

In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

 

*HYMN Lord Speak to Me, That I May Speak 356 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Tanya 

We worship a God who loves us in spite of our failures, who embraces us even when we fall short. The 

act of confession helps us remember the length and depth of God’s grace toward us, and reminds us of 

our commitment to turn away from behaviors that diminish us and inhibit divine love from flowing freely 

through us.  Let us pray. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Deacon 

Giver of Life, and Restorer of lives or choices gone wrong, we confess our struggle to be the people 

you want us to be; to demonstrate compassionate regard for all people and attentive care for the 

planet you’ve entrusted us to steward well.  Forgive us when we stray from your intentions and 

hopes for us.  And renew the resolve within us to conform more fully to your ways, guided foremost 

by love.  In the name of our brother and teacher, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the Good News, from the very One who came to show us how to live and love as God intended: 

Though we cannot always see it, the power of God’s love is far greater and more eternal than any other 

force at work in this world.  And there is nothing we can do, nothing we can leave undone, that will 

finally sever us from God’s love for us. We are forgiven, and invited to live in the light of that Love. . . 

thanks and glory be to God! 

  



 

*GLORIA PATRI  

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

   world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION written by Rev. Sarah Speed, used with permission, adapted by tnsr. 

Holy God, you speak to us in Scripture and in prayers, in sunrises and sunsets, in friends and in strangers, 

in dreams and in songs.  You are speaking all the time, yet how often do we miss your messages?  Quiet 

our minds so that we can listen with, and for, a depth that we have not practiced, or heard, before.  Still 

our hearts so that we can receive openly what it is you are offering us today.  We know you are speaking, 

so we are listening.  Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 

As the children and their teachers depart to continue their worship and learning elsewhere, we offer them 

our blessing: 

     The Congregation:  God’s love be with you. 

     Teachers & Children:  And also with you. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING        

Jeremiah 1:4-10  pg 609 

Luke 4:16-30  pg 835 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON      The Things That Can Bind and Blind Us Rev. Tanya 

   

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND INFANT BAPTISM 

 

RESPONSIVE LITANY (Congregation reads bolded words) 

Blessed are those who yearn for deepening more than escape; who are not afraid to grow in spirit. 

Blessed are those who take seriously the bonds of community; who regularly join in celebration 

and learning; who come as much to minister as to be ministered to. 

Blessed are those who understand that the church is often imperfect, yet rather than harbor feelings of 

anger or disappointment, bring their concerns and needs to the church family. 

Blessed are those who support the church and its work through their giving, and who give of 

themselves as well as their material goods.   

Blessed are those who when asked to serve, do so gladly. 

Blessed are those who know that the work of the church is the transformation of individual and 

society; who have a vision of the Beloved Community transcending the present, and who do not 

shrink from controversy, sacrifice, or change.  They are blessed indeed. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES 

 

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS 

 



 

WELCOME 

* Reading and Owning the Covenant of the Church (congregation reads in unison) 

Led by our Deacons, I invite all the members of our congregation now to remember our own 

commitment to own and uphold the Covenant of the Church: 

We confess our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and give ourselves to His service and take 

this to be His Church.  Ever mindful of the welfare of our fellowship, we promise to walk in 

faithfulness and Christian love, and we promise, insofar as we are able, that we will attend the 

services of this Church, observe its sacraments, share in its work, support its mission, and 

endeavor to be a fruitful body of Christians. 

 

On behalf of the members of the Congregational Church of Hollis, 

we express our welcome to our newest members and each other,  

and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

 

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.  We promise you our friendship and 

prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy 

Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love, and be witnesses of our 

risen Savior. 

 

Let the congregation acknowledge their assent and welcome by participating in a round of applause, and 

for those of you participating remotely, you may type a message of welcome into the chat feature!  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

SHARING THE PEACE AND JOY OF CHRIST 
Passing the Friendship Register:  please let us know you were here, and if you’d like for us to contact you by including your  

phone, address or email. Please feel free to take notice of the names of those sharing a pew with you, in case you have 

opportunity to greet them after the service. 
 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN SUPPORTING CHRIST’S WORK 
(please refer to separate Announcements page)  
Financial contributions are gratefully received during the offertory, or initiate Online Giving:  Go to 

https://hollischurch.org/donations/  
 

OFFERTORY  
 

DOXOLOGY  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise him all creatures here below; 

  Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication   
 

*HYMN Community of Christ 502 

 

THE LIGHT AND WORD GUIDE US OUT INTO THE WORLD 

 

*OUR COMMON COMMISSION 

Let us now go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is 

good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak, 

helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

https://hollischurch.org/donations/
https://hollischurch.org/donations/


 

*BENEDICTION          

*CHORAL RESPONSE  

*POSTLUDE 

*All who are able are invited to stand.  

 

 

The flowers this morning are presented to the glory of God by the. Stephenson Family. 

 

Deacons this morning are Peggy Gilmour and Keith Hamer. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Hardy Hall immediately following service. 

  



 

Recognizing Our Biases  
Brian McLaren, former pastor and teacher, author of Faith After Doubt, and A Generous Orthodoxy (and more than a dozen other books), 

this from an article published at: https://cac.org/recognizing-our-biases-2021-03-01/. 

 

People can’t see what they can’t see. Their biases get in the way, surrounding them like a high wall, 

trapping them in ignorance, deception, and illusion. No amount of reasoning and argument will get 

through to them, unless we first learn how to break down the walls of bias.  

Confirmation Bias: We judge new ideas based on the ease with which they fit in with and confirm the 

only standard we have: old ideas, old information, and trusted authorities. As a result, our framing story, 

belief system, or paradigm excludes whatever doesn’t fit. 

Complexity Bias: Our brains prefer a simple falsehood to a complex truth. 

Community Bias: It’s almost impossible to see what our community doesn’t, can’t, or won’t see. 

Complementarity Bias: If you are hostile to my ideas, I’ll be hostile to yours. If you are curious and 

respectful toward my ideas, I’ll respond in kind. 

Competency Bias: We don’t know how much (or little) we know because we don’t know how much (or 

little) others know. In other words, incompetent people assume that most other people are about as 

incompetent as they are. As a result, they underestimate their [own] incompetence, and consider 

themselves at least of average competence. 

Consciousness Bias: Some things simply can’t be seen from where I am right now. But if I keep 

growing, maturing, and developing, someday I will be able to see what is now inaccessible to me. 

Comfort or Complacency Bias: I prefer not to have my comfort disturbed. 

Conservative/Liberal Bias: I lean toward nurturing fairness and kindness, or towards strictly enforcing 

purity, loyalty, liberty, and authority, as an expression of my political identity. 

Confidence Bias: I am attracted to confidence, even if it is false. I often prefer the bold lie to the hesitant 

truth. 

Catastrophe or Normalcy Bias: I remember dramatic catastrophes but don’t notice gradual decline (or 

improvement). 

Contact Bias: When I don’t have intense and sustained personal contact with “the other,” my prejudices 

and false assumptions go unchallenged. 

Cash Bias: It’s hard for me to see something when my way of making a living requires me not to see it. 

Conspiracy Bias: Under stress or shame, our brains are attracted to stories that relieve us, exonerate us, 

or portray us as innocent victims of malicious conspirators. 

 

 

https://cac.org/recognizing-our-biases-2021-03-01/

