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The CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HOLLIS, U.C.C. 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 20, 2022 

9:30 a.m.  

All Members of the Church, Ministers 

The Rev. Tanya Stormo Rasmussen, Lead Pastor 

Julie Oliver, Minister of Christian Music 

 

 

WE GATHER 

 
PRELUDE Julie Oliver 

 

WELCOME Rev. Tanya 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you. I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus, who breaks down 

the barriers that divide us. It doesn’t matter where you’ve come from, or where you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Tanya 

As we continue our look at what it means to release oppressive expectations about perfection in 

our lives and in our faith, this week we turn to a harmful idea that the prescription for our fear of 

failure is to simply work harder. As the book Good Enough reminds us, “We might feel we are 

climbing an ‘endless staircase’ of achievement, for high grades or success…[in] caregiving, 

work, or social pressure.” This Lent, we are taking some time to stop climbing ladders and 

staircases, to tend our souls slowly and lovingly, tilling the soil and fertilizer, and embracing our 

holy, “good enough,” lives. 

 

INVOCATION “Good Enough” (Recorded) 

 

What in our lives do we dream about for tomorrow, void of sorrow? 

Time spent regretting decisions of our yesterdays, mistakes we made? 

Sometimes we get what we get, 

life disappoints us and yet, 

God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough. 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH  (Based on Psalm 63) Deacon 

Let us pray together: 

Holy One, Our Balm, Our Feast we lift our hands and call your name, in need of healing–

thirsting and hungry. Your steadfast love is better than life. Open us this day to your 

nourishment in the songs of the land, in the beauty of the sky–in the simple and good 

enough moments that fill our days. Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN LEAD US - INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 
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HYMN The Gifts of God Are Free  
 

The gifts of God are free — the water, milk and wine; 

The feast of God's community is set — for all to dine. 
 

O God, we tend to see a world of limits here; 

We share your gifts reluctantly and hoard them out of fear. 
 

And yet you give your grace like food from heaven above; 

Your church becomes a welcome place, a banquet of your love. 
 

There's joy, and joy to spare; there's bread that satisfies; 

You call us now to seek and share your love that changes lives. 

 

 

TIME OF CONTEMPLATION AND CONFESSION Deacon 

In our Gospel scripture today, we will hear about the unproductive fig tree. Oh, the shame of 

being unproductive! Cut it down! Make room for a more dedicated and hard- working fig tree! 

Who among us is living up to our fullest potential? The productivity experts these days can 

diagnose what’s wrong and sell us the antidote in 3 amazing sessions for a low-low price that is 

guaranteed to turn our lives around. But the gardener offers an alternative medicine–nurture it 

slowly, letting it soak in the manure all around until it can get the good stuff out of it. Lying 

fallow and getting fertilized with laughter and tears at the crappy stuff of life can help heal what 

ails us. Is this not sometimes productive enough? What productivity expectations are holding you 

captive? 

Let us take a moment of silent reflection, time to acknowledge and confess what we might need 

to let go of, what we struggle to change, those places where we need God’s grace to heal and 

strengthen us … 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rev. Tanya 
 

Thanks and glory be to God! 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost! 

 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

World without end! Amen, amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   
Beloved, having been reconciled to God, let us share the peace and joy of that relationship with one another!  Those 

of you joining us remotely, please type a greeting in the YouTube Live chat feature with your name and greeting to 

others if you haven’t already.  Here in the Meetinghouse, please greet those who are joining us remotely with a wave 

to the camera (at the back of the Meetinghouse), and then greet those around you with words of peace and 

connection.  

 

WE PROCLAIM 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-9 pg. 598 
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THE WORD IN MUSIC No Other Lamb, No Other Name J. Althouse 

 Ann Siglin - soloist 

 

GOSPEL READING Luke 13: 1-9 pg. 848 
 

A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  Life Is Like a Pile of Compost Rev. Tanya 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

LORD’S PRAYER(unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  
(please refer to separate Announcements page) To initiate Online Giving:  Go to 

https://hollischurch.org/donations/ Please take a moment to sign our Friendship Register and pass 

it to your neighbor. If you’re visiting with us and would like to be included on our mailing lists 

for hardcopy or electronic newsletter or remote church information, please be sure to include 

your contact details.  And, as you pass the Friendship Registers, take note of the names of those 

who are sitting near you and greet them by name following the service if you haven’t already. 

 

DOXOLOGY  

Praise God, throughout these forty days. 

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 

HYMN O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 425 

 

A BLESSING FOR SLOWING DOWN 

…blessed are we who stop—okay, maybe not stop entirely, who are we kidding—but who slow 

down. We who discover rest and new life and renewal when we step off the treadmill (or at least 

turn it down). We who remember that the world keeps spinning without us. And thank God for 

that. We who remember we are loved, loved, loved. Just being us. 

 

  

https://hollischurch.org/donations/
https://hollischurch.org/donations/
https://hollischurch.org/donations/
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OUR COMMON COMMISSION  

Let us now go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that 

which is good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting 

the weak, helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

Deacons this morning are Peggy Gilmour and Keith Hamer. 

 
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Hardy Hall immediately following service. For 

those joining remotely, please click here to join via Zoom, the meeting ID is 755502991 and the 

password 837130. 

 

 

 

 
Worship Notes: 

 
All liturgy and leader parts Marcia McFee © www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough. Used and adapted with permission. 

 

“Good Enough” theme song by Marsha Charles, Marcia McFee, Chuck Bell. Used with permission of Worship Design Studio. 
 

“A Blessing for When You Realize Everyone is Struggling” from Good Enough: 40’ish Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection by Kate Bowler 

and Jessica Richie. Used with permission. Purchase the book at www.katebowler.com/goodenough. 

Hymn The Gifts of God Are Free:  Text:   Copyright © 2019 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/755502991?pwd=dHhBSHFBdTF1MlN3T0pBZUZ4cVFPZz09
http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough
https://katebowler.com/good-enough/
http://www.katebowler.com/goodenough

