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The CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HOLLIS, U.C.C. 
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All Members of the Church, Ministers 

The Rev. Tanya Stormo Rasmussen, Pastor 

Julie Oliver, Minister of Christian Music 

 

 

PRELUDE  Cindy Hayes, Guest Accompanist 

 

GOD’S SPIRIT, LIGHT AND WORD PRECEDE OUR WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME  Rev. Tanya 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you. I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus, who draws us together as 

one Body, inclusive of all our varied stories and journeys.  It doesn’t matter where you’ve come from or 

where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Deacon 

(Repeat three times slowly): 

[Breathing in]:“I stand in awe…” {pause} 

[Breathing out]:“...of all creation.” 

 

INVOCATION (by Walter Rauschenbusch, 1861-1918) Deacon 

For the wide sky and the blessed sun, for the salt sea and the running water, for the everlasting hills 

and the never-resting winds, for trees and the common grass underfoot. We thank you for our 

senses by which we hear the songs of birds, and see the splendor of the summer fields, and taste of 

the autumn fruits, and rejoice in the feel of the snow, and smell the breath of the spring. Grant us a 

heart wide open to all this beauty; and save our souls from being so blind that we pass unseeing 

when even the common thornbush is aflame with your glory, O God our creator, who lives and 

reigns for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION Deacon 

With humble hearts, grateful for God’s infinite goodness, let us acknowledge our need for divine grace as 

we offer our prayer of confession. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (by Richard Herman) 

Almighty God: you love us, but we’ve not loved you. You bless us, but we’ve not thanked You. You 

call, but we’ve not listened. We turn away from neighbors in need, too wrapped up in our own 

concerns. We ignore or condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. God of grace, help us to admit 

our sin, so that as you come to us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive 

forgiveness, especially the sins we now acknowledge in the quiet of our own hearts: [Silent 

Confession]  … through Jesus Christ our Lord and Redeemer. Amen.  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rev. Tanya 

Beloved of God, hear the Good News: the One in whose name we pray has assured us of our pardon, and 

invites us to embrace the joy of reconciliation and new life in Christ.   

Thanks and glory be to God! 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost! 

 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

World without end! Amen, amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

 

*HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 526 

 (Thanksgiving parade of food) 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 

 

CHILDREN DEPART  As the children and their teachers depart to continue their worship and learning 

elsewhere we offer them our blessing: 

     The Congregation:  God’s love be with you. 

     Teachers & Children:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Deacon 

For the wisdom you impart through your Holy Scriptures, O Lord, we give you thanks. Open our 

ears, our hearts, our minds that we might hear and respond to your Living Word to us 

today.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING   Luke 23:33-43 pg. 859 

A word of God that is still speaking.  Thanks be to God! 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM How Great Is the Lord M. Hayes 
 

SERMON Making a Commitment to Deepen Our Vision 

 

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS   

Jewel Dumont, Monica Menses, Karen McCall & John Pfeifer 

 

RESPONSIVE LITANY (Congregation reads bolded words)  

Blessed are those who yearn for deepening more than escape; who are not afraid to grow in 

spirit.  

Blessed are those who take seriously the bonds of community; who regularly join in 

celebration and learning; who come as much to minister as to be ministered to.  

Blessed are those who understand that the church is often imperfect, yet rather than harbor 

feelings of anger or disappointment, bring their concerns and needs to the church family.  

Blessed are those who support the church and its work through their giving, and who give 

of themselves as well as their material goods.  

Blessed are those who when asked to serve, do so gladly.  
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Blessed are those who know that the work of the church is the transformation of individual 

and society; who have a vision of the Beloved Community transcending the present, and 

who do not shrink from controversy, sacrifice, or change. They are blessed indeed.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES   

 

WELCOME 

* Reading and Owning the Covenant of the Church (congregation reads in unison) Led by our 

Deacons, I invite all the members of our congregation now to remember our own commitment to 

own and uphold the Covenant of the Church:  

 

Newest members, we confess our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and give 

ourselves to His service and take this to be His Church. Ever mindful of the welfare of our 

fellowship, we promise to walk in faithfulness and Christian love, and we make our own 

pledge, with God’s help, to: attend the services of this Church; observe its sacraments; 

share in its work; support its mission with our time, talent, and treasure; and endeavor to 

be a fruitful body of Christians.  

 

On behalf of the members of the Congregational Church of Hollis, we express our welcome to 

our newest members and each other, and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ.  

 

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We promise you our 

friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By 

the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and 

love, and be witnesses of our risen Savior.  

 

Let the congregation acknowledge their assent and welcome by participating in a round of 

applause, and for those of you participating remotely, you may type a message of welcome into 

the chat feature! 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Deacon 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

OFFERTORY – SHARING GOD’S GIFTS TO STRENGTHEN OUR WORLD 

To initiate Online Giving:  Go to https://hollischurch.org/donations/  

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

https://hollischurch.org/donations/
https://hollischurch.org/donations/
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

*CLOSING HYMN Let All Things Now Living 529 

 

*OUR COMMON COMMISSION  

Let us now go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is 

good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak, 

helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Tanya 
 

*THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

*Please stand if you are able. 
 

The Deacons this morning are Peggy Gilmour and Jessica Marchant. 
 

The Flowers this morning are presented to the glory of God in loving memory of her brother and in 

honor of her grandson by Debbe Shipman. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Hardy Hall immediately following service.  

 


