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GOD’S LIGHT AND WORD PRECEDE OUR WORSHIP 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE PEACE LIGHT  Scout Troop 12 

 

INTROIT  An Advent Acclamation Stacey Nordmeyer 

 

GREETING   

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you.  I greet you in the name of name of the Prince of Peace.  It doesn’t 

matter where you’ve come from or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Tanya 

If life was a home, then we would pray— 

may love be the foundation. 

May God be the cornerstone. 

May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in. 

And may hope be the walls—holding us together. 

In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together. 

We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now. 

Let us give thanks for a foundation of love. 

Let us worship Holy God. 

 
*HYMN Christ Be Our Light  arr. J. Raney/B. Farrell 

(Congregation to use attached to join in the chorus) 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.   

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church  

gathered today. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY  Francine Howe & Jim Seager 

As we reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives, 

we gather together around the candle of peace. 

The home we long for is a home that knows peace— 

peace that rests between us and our grief, 

peace around our anxiety, 

peace between us and our self-criticism, 

peace amidst our relationships, 

peace at the core of our being, 

peace hovering through and in our world. 

The home we long for is a home that knows peace. 

So today we light the candle of peace—as a reminder and as a prayer. 

Let it be so. Amen. 

 



REFRAIN Christ Be Our Light 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Tanya 

In our scripture passage for today, Zechariah, a new father, speaks to his newborn son, John the Baptist, 

for the very first time. I want you to imagine yourself in his shoes . . . What would you say to a newborn 

sleeping in your arms? What would you want them to know on their very first day? What would feel 

important? I imagine that all of you would speak words of love. It’s impossible not to speak words of 

love when you’re holding a baby, and yet as we grow up, that skill tends to become harder for us to 

practice. So let us return to our foundation—to words of love, starting with love for ourselves. Let us 

pray the prayer of confession together. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Deacon 

Holy God, 

When John was Born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into his 

ear. We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it. 

We forget that in the beginning we were made good. 

We doubt that we could possibly be enough. 

We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. 

We deflect words of praise. 

We hide behind shiny first impressions. 

Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job. 

Open our ears as you open our hearts, 

so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you have laid for us. 

Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS   

Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: 

“You are loved; you are forgiven.” 

That is the foundation of our lives. That is the truth upon which we build our home. So breathe deeply. 

There is grace and peace here. Join me in proclaiming this good news: 

We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our foundation. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

As the children and their teachers depart to continue their worship and learning elsewhere, we offer them 

our blessing: 

     The Congregation:  God’s love be with you. 

     Teachers & Children:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

God, who speaks a good news language— 

we admit, listening has never been our greatest gift. We are easily distracted, our minds run a 

million miles a minute. We doubt your faith in us, and take the easy way out when it comes to hope. 

So today we bow our heads and ask for help. Settle our hearts. Quiet our minds. Steady our 

breathing. Help us to rest in you. Help us to listen for your good news. Gratefully we pray, amen. 



SCRIPTURE READING         
 

Luke 1:57-80  pg 832 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard 

that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59On the eighth day they came 

to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother 

said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62Then 

they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked for a writing 

tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, 

and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66All who heard them 

pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with 

him. 
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 68“Blessed be the 

Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 69He has raised up a 

mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy 

prophets from of old, 71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 

us. 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 

covenant, 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the 

hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our 

days. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways, 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the 

tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 80The child grew and 

became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 

Philippians 1:3-11  pg 953 

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 

all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that 

the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 

share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

SPECIAL MUSIC God’s Peace arr. C.J. Adams 

 Dot & Chris Hyde & Julie & Matt Kopser 

 

SERMON      Laying the Foundation Rev. Tanya 

 

*HYMN O Christ, How Shall I Meet You 130 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

SHARING THE PEACE AND JOY OF CHRIST 
Passing the Friendship Register:  please let us know you were here, and if you’d like for us to contact you by including your  

phone, address or email. Please feel free to take notice of the names of those sharing a pew with you, in case you have 

opportunity to greet them after the service. 



 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN SUPPORTING CHRIST’S WORK 
(please refer to separate Announcements page)  
Financial contributions are gratefully received at the entrances to Meetinghouse and Fellowship Stairs; or, to 

initiate Online Giving:  Go to https://hollischurch.org/donations/  

 

DOXOLOGY, PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

All praise, eternal Christ to thee,  

Whose advent sets thy people free; 

Once more upon thy people shine, 

and fill the world with love divine.  Amen 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Pastor will offer a prayer of thanksgiving, culminating with the words: 

“…Therefore with all your people in heaven and on earth 
we sing the triumphant hymn of your glory: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Pastor recites The Words of Institution, ending with words: 

“…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
RECEIVING THE ELEMENTS 
The people come forward to receive the elements of communion.   
Please eat the bread as you receive it, in acknowledgement that each of us has a unique and 
personal relationship with God in Christ.  Please take the cup back to your seat with you so 
that we might all drink as one body in Christ. 
 
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  
Let us pray. 

In gratitude, in deep gratitude  

for this moment, this meal, these people, 

we give ourselves to you. 

Take us forward to live as changed people 

because we have shared the Living bread  

and cannot remain the same. 

Ask much of us, expect much from us,  

enable much by us, encourage many through us. 

May we live to your glory, Prince of Peace, 

both as inhabitants of earth and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN People, Look East 116 

 

THE LIGHT AND WORD GUIDE US OUT INTO THE WORLD 

 

https://hollischurch.org/donations/


*OUR COMMON COMMISSION (unison but muted) 

Let us now go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is 

good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak, 

helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 
 

*BENEDICTION          

*CHORAL RESPONSE  

*All who are able are invited to stand.  
 

The Deacons this morning are Kevin Duquette and Paul Edmunds. 


